
 
 

2018 Guidelines 
 

The RBC Michelle Jackson Emerging Filmmaker Award (RBC MJAward) was founded in honour of St. 

John’s filmmaker and student mentor Michelle Jackson, who passed away suddenly in 2008. This annual 

peer-juried award is open to emerging female directors who reside in Newfoundland and Labrador and 

who have not yet directed a feature film. Only directors may apply. The award provides services and 

cash towards the creation of a six-minute film. The final film will be premiered at the Closing Night Gala 

of the 30th annual St. John’s International Women’s Film Festival. 

 

Award 

The award consists of cash and in-kind services, including: 

  

·      Cash prize from the RBC Foundation 

·      Cash prize from CBC Newfoundland & Labrador 

·      Cash prize from the Newfoundland & Labrador Film Development Corporation 

·      Cash prize from the St. John’s International Women’s Film Festival 

·      Cash prize from the Michelle Jackson Emerging Filmmakers’ Fund 

·      Cash prize from MO Entertainment 

·      In-kind post-production services from the Newfoundland Independent Filmmakers Cooperative 

·      In-kind script consultation with Page to Screen’s Ruth Atkinson 

·      In-kind consultation and assistance with casting from Casting by Maggie 

·      In-kind production insurance assistance from Optimized Insurance 

·      In-kind equipment rental from Atlantic Studios Co-Operative 

·      In-kind camera and lens package rental from Keslow Camera 

·      Participation in the Women in the Director’s Chair Career Advancement Module at SJIWFF29 

·      Other prizes to be confirmed 

 

  

Adjudication 

Applications will be reviewed by a jury of experienced peers. 

  

Eligibility 

The Michelle Jackson Emerging Filmmakers Award is open to female directors who have not yet 

completed a feature film. Applicants or co-applicants must be Canadian citizens or landed immigrants 

with permanent, ongoing residence in Newfoundland and Labrador (ie: have lived in Newfoundland and 

Labrador for the 12 months prior to the deadline). 



  

Past Award winners are eligible to apply if they meet the above criteria. Only Directors may apply. 

 

Application material list: 

·      Application form 

·      Synopsis (25 words) 

·      Full Draft Script (max. 6 pages in standard screenwriting format) 

·      Detailed Project description (1-2 pages) which describes the visual style of the film 

·      Production Schedule 

·      Post Production Plan 

·      Biography or curriculum vitae 

·      Short statement about how this award would benefit you as an emerging filmmaker. 

·      Support material: at least 1 sample of previous film / video work (DVD only) 

·      Other support material (e.g. published reviews, photographs, etc.) 

·      Entry fee of $20 (cash, personal cheque or money order only) 

·      Courier account number or Self Addressed Stamped Envelope (with adequate postage) if you 

would like your materials returned.  Materials can also be picked up at the Film Festival office 

for a period following the jury meeting. 

 

NOTE - all material will be duplicated for the jury's review. Do not use staples or any type of binding. 
 

Award recipients must agree to the following terms and conditions: 

Recipient will 

· be assigned a mentor for the project; 

· report project progress to the Michelle Jackson Fund at intervals and manner specified in the 

Award contract; 

· acknowledge RBC Foundation, the Michelle Jackson Emerging Filmmaker Fund, the St. John’s 

International Women’s Film Festival and Award sponsors by name and with corporate logo in 

the project and to do so according to the terms of the Award contract; 

· complete the project  within a timeframe agreed upon between the Mentor and the recipient; 

· premiere the film at the St. John’s International Women’s Film Festival; and 

· agree to have their name and image appear in any or all publications, announcements, 

promotions for the Award. 

· agree to film an interview during their shoot for promotional footage of the award. 

 

Note: The St. John’s Women’s International Film Festival / RBC Michelle Jackson Emerging Filmmaker 

Award cannot assume responsibility for work lost or damaged in transit. 

  

 


